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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 

issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 

caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 

  

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-

zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 

as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 

  

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 

them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 

a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 

  

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 

engaged and educated citizens. 

  

Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 

statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 

purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass

 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 

 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass

 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 

 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  

of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  

untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  

or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 

building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 

sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  

of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 

garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 

studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 

solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 

courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 

and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 

associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  

of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 

(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 

installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 

other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 

from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  

dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  

are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 

document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 

position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 

reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 

provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 

environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 

whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 

national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 

please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 

environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 

or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 

supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 

students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 

been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 

Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 

no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text1: Middlebury College
	Text2: Jack Byrne, Director, Sustainability Integration Office
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	Text24: 
	Text25: 80
	Text26: We cogenerate electricity as a byproduct of steam production for heating and cooling. 

Middlebury has a biomass gasification system that was put in operation in early 2009. This year we displaced about 20% of 2,000,000 gallons of fuel oil with woodchips as we brought the system online and commissioned it. We cogenerate about 20% of the electricity we use on campus. So this past year about 20% of that was generated by biomass.

In the coming year we will displace more oil as we reach optimal operation of the new system and anticipate that we will displace close to half of the 2,000,000 gallons of fuel oil and cogenerate 10% of the electricity from biomass thermal.
	Text27: 1
	Text28: Our Franklin Environmental Center received LEED NB Platinum certification. it was a total renovation of an 1800's building that is on the state historic register.
	Text29: 95
	Text30: 1) The irrigation for the Athletic fields is by local groundwater source rather than using Municipal water (with the exception of the Baseball and Softball fields).  We have timers on the irrigation systems to water in the early morning hours to reduce the evaporation and maximize effectiveness of the watering.  We also have a total of three synthetic turf fields that do not require fertilizer or watering. 2) Plantings on campus are being modified to incorporate more local varieties that are drought and pest resistant.  We are also reducing the acreage we mow on a weekly basis which will allow taller grasses to be more drought resistant.  We're also reducing the scope of new plantings so they are smaller (while still having the visual impact) thus reducing the amount of irrigation needed. 3)  We do not water our turf on Main campus. 4) We're planning to purchase a portable pump and barrels to collect rainwater from the roof of the Center for the Arts to water the patio planters.  Note this has not been implemented yet and we need to determine if possible given the gutter system of the Center for the Arts. 4) We've reduced the overall number of planters on campus that require frequent watering. 5) Drip irrigation techniques are used to maximize plant uptake and minimize evaporation. 6) The Atwater Dining Hall green roof plantings have been modified to have more drought resistant plantings. 
7) We use low flow fixtures in all new buildings and when we do retrofits to existing buildings when possible.  We have tested a waterless urinal recently and it has been a success and we will use those in future projects and retrofits.
	Text31: 90
	Text32: We are close to 100% CFL usage in all but a few specialized lighting fixtures.  Our policy is to replace all incandescent bulbs with CFL's. We recently worked with our state efficiency utility (Efficiency Vermont) to install 40 high efficiency LED outdoor lights. We also provide information to incoming freshman asking them to not use incandescents in the lighting fixtures they bring with them and have conducted numerous student led bulb swap programs over the years.
	Text33: info not available
	Text34: Not able to provide an accurate estimate since we do not have a central purchasing point for appliances. However, all new buidling and renovation projects are required to use energy star appliances in accordnace with our design guidelines. 

Our Central Heating Plant co-generation system (Combined Heat and Power Plant) has won an Energy Star Award. This award is presented on behalf of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Energy.The notification letter notes the following:“Middlebury College has demonstrated exceptional leadership in energy use and management.This combined heat and power system operates at approximately 81% efficiency and uses approximately 6% less fuel than equivalent separate heat and power systems.”
	Text35: We do efficiency upgrades on buildings on an ongoing basis. This past year we completed 4 projects:    * Total cost of 2009 efficiency upgrades: $159, 320    * Annual cost savings: $104,410    * Annual kWh savings: 257,800 kWh/yr
Projects include: Heat recovery system in the biomass plant;  Roof insulation in McCullough Hall; Energy Star kitchen equipment in Proctor Hall; High-efficiency lighting in Robert A. Jones House.

We also completed an energy audit of 2/3 of Middlebury's 2.4 million sq. ft of built space in 2008 and have extensive data about which buildings are the least to best performing and what efficiency improvements could be done for use as buildings are renovated or modified.
	Text36: 25-30
	Text37: We purchase from between 40 to 60 local growers and producers annually.  We have been buying all of our milk from a local dairy farm for 49 years.
	Text38: 1
	Text39: 
	Text40: Yes, about 60% of our seafood is in accord with MSC or MBASWP's sustainability listing.
	Text41: 80
	Text42: 80% of the ground beef that we serve is local, grass fed beef.
	Text43: Yes
	Text44: Only at two locations on campus - the bookstore and a small convenience store.
	Text45: The Middlebury College Organic Garden (MCOG) is a student organization that maintains a 3-acre plot of fruits and vegetables. The produce grown reflects a balance between efficient, profitable crops and more labor intensive, less productive crops grown for educational purposes.
Customers range from the Middlebury College dining halls to local restaurants and delis, and include Weybridge House, the College’s environmental studies academic interest house.

In 2009 we transformed the garden program into a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA).  In a CSA, community members pledge to support a farm in return for a share of the harvest. We kicked off an official CSA volunteer program, which awarded four hours of volunteer work with a basket of fresh vegetables.  We look forward to expanding this program for the 2010 growing season.  Drop us an email if you are interested in taking part.
This past January, MCOG members organized a Winter Term course entitled Food Justice in Vermont and was a great success.

Even though Middlebury College is a liberal arts school without an agricultural program, we have several alumni who have founded or presently manage some of the nation's most innovative farms:

Kristin Mannix at Walker Farm
Chris Granstrom at Lincoln Peak Vineyard
Pete Johnson at Pete's Greens
Richard Wiswall at Cate Farm
Bennet Konesni at Stylvester Manor
	Text46: Middelbury has a robust environmental studies program which is one of the most popular majors - usually in the top four most chosen majors on campus. It is the oldest undergraduate environmental studies programs in the country. Our students take courses from across the curriculum to build an interdisciplinary understanding of the human relationship to the environment.  Each major chooses one focus out of thirteen in which to focus about half of their coursework within the major. The thirteen foci include:  policy, architecture, chemistry, economics, creative arts, literature, geography, conservation biology, nonfiction writing, human ecology, history, geology, and religion/philosophy.


And a fact sheet is available at:
http://www.middlebury.edu/NR/rdonlyres/A1691FC6-B15F-496E-BCBA-8E2695D90D14/0/ESfactsheet0809.pdf
	Text47: 
Design Development and Building Systems Integration

Solar Decathlon 2011 – Schematic Design

Solar Decathlon 2011 – Engineering for a Solar Powered House
	Text48: A list of core courses for the environmental studies major is at:
http://www.middlebury.edu/academics/es/courses

In addition, there are a signifiicant number of environmentally focused courses taught in other departments. Here is the current list:

Natural Science CoursesBIOL 0140 Ecology and EvolutionBIOL 0302 Vertebrate Natural History BIOL 0304 Aquatic Ecology BIOL 0323 Plant Ecology BIOL 0392 Conservation BiologyCSCI 0190 Computer Models and Environmental Simulation ENVS 0240 Global Climate ChangeENVS/CHEM 0270 Environmental ChemistryENVS 0360 Environmental Science Practicum GEOL 0112 Environmental GeologyGEOL 0161 Elements of Oceanography GEOL 0201 Bedrock Geology of Vermont GEOL 0205 Energy and Mineral Resources  GEOL 0250 Arctic and Alpine EnvironmentsGEOL 0251 Geomorphic Processes GEOL 0255 Surface and Ground WaterGEOL/GEOG 0257 Soils, Geology, and the Environment Arts, Humanities, and Social Science CoursesAMST 0245 American LandscapeAMST 0315 Fast Food/Slow FoodDANC 0277 Body and EarthECON 0265 Environmental EconomicsECON 0465 Special Topics in Environmental EconomicsENAM 0243 Maritime Literature and CultureENAM 0311 Nature's RenaissanceENAM 0315 Visions of Nature ENAM 0385 Workshop for Nature WritersENVS 0380 Global Challenges of the 21st CenturyFREN 0315 Beyond Versailles: Encounters with Nature in French LiteratureGEOG 0206 Human Impact on the Global Environment orGEOG 0207 Resource Wars: A Geopolitical PerspectiveGEOG 0210 Geographic Perspectives on International DevelopmentGEOG 0213 Population Geography GEOG 0216 Rural Geography HARC 0231 Architecture and the EnvironmentHIST 0222 Introduction to Environmental HistoryHIST 0406 Readings in American History: American Environmental HistoryHIST 0419 Readings in African History: Environmental History of AfricaPHIL 0356 Philosophy and the EnvironmentPSCI 0209 Local Green PoliticsPSCI 0214 International EnvironmentalPoliticsPSCI 0421 Seminar in AmericanEnvironmental PoliticsPSYC 0401 Environmental Problems andHuman BehaviorRELI 0295 Faith, Freedom, and EcologyRELI 0395 Religion, Ethics, and theEnvironmentSOAN 0159 Human Origins, Culture, and BiodiversitySOAN 0211 Human EcologySOAN 0308 Environmental SociologySOAN 0321 Native Peoples of the AmericasSOAN 0333 Africa: Environment and SocietySPAN 0384 Place and the Environment in Spanish American Fiction

We are producing a list of all courses that are  sustainability or environmentally related this year as a by-product of participating in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System
	Text49: Notable faculty include:

Jon Isham, see accomplishments at: http://community.middlebury.edu/~jisham/bio.html
Bill McKibben, see: http://www.billmckibben.com/
Steve Trombulak: see: http://www.middlebury.edu/academics/ump/majors/es/hours/trombula.htm
Nan Jenks Jay: see: http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/fech/doenv

Chris Klyza,  Stafford Professor of Public Policy, Political Science and Environmental Studies Chris received the 2008 Lynton Keith Caldwell Award for the best book in environmental politics and policy, awarded by the American Political Science Association (APSA) for his book “American Environmental Policy, 1990-2006: Beyond Gridlock” (2008, MIT Press), co-authored with David Sousa. 

David P. West, Associate Professor of Geology, was the recipient of the 2009 Perkins Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Rebecca Kneale Gould, associate Professor of Religion and Environmental studies, was awarded a Contemplative Practice Fellowship from the American Council of learned societies and spirit in nature’s Eco-spirit award. 

The national Wildlife Federation recognized scholar in residence in Environmental studies Bill McKibben with its national Conservation achievement award for exemplary leadership in the  
communications category.

Jon Isham (Environmental Economics) and Peter Nelson (Geography) were recently recognized when professors Isham and Nelson received Vermont  Campus Compact’s Engaged Scholar and Excellence in Teaching awards respectively.

	Text50: The Franklin Environmental Center at Hillcrestis home to the Dean of Environmental Affairs, the Sustainability Integration Office, and the Environmental Studies program, the building includes offices for core environmental studies faculty offices as well classroom and study spaces. It has dedicated classroom space for the environemntal studies capstone course for seniors which is taught every semester and which involves a commnunity based reserch project carried out for the benefit of a community partner, including the College.
	Text51: No, however in 2009 about 54% of all students took a course with an environmental or sustainability focus either as an elective or to satisfy requirements of their major.
	Text52: 66
	Text53: 
	Text54: Yes. Here is the synopsis of that policy:

Policy:  Middlebury College has traditionally emphasized placing College business with local firms. Reflecting the College’s institutional commitment to comprehensive environmental stewardship, Middlebury similarly emphasizes sourcing from firms whose services and products:(1)	further Middlebury’s stewardship goals(2)	Demonstrate superior long term sustainability, energy efficiency, and pollution minimization in product production and usage life cycles.In addition, Middlebury has an articulated commitment to institutional diversity across lines of race, ethnic origin, religion, gender and sexual orientation. The College therefore encourages the placing of its business with firms and individuals representative, especially in terms of ownership or management, of these goals of  institutional diversity.
	Text55: 99
	Text56: Yes, all our mass print materials (Viewbook, Couorse Catalog, Magazine, etc.) are printed on FSC paper by printers that use renewable energy. We also have a policy requiring that all printer and copir paper be 100% recycled content. We also recently put in place a printing quota for all students and have begun to see a significant decrease in the amount of paper being consumed on campus.
	Text57: Though we do not have a formal policy to do so, our practice is to purchase electronics that have EPEAT certification and/or Energy Star ratings. Most of our desktop and laptop purchases are from EPEAT certified manufacturers.
	Text58: No
	Text59: Our sustainability design and construction guidelines requre the purchase of Energy Star devices in new construction and renovations.
	Text60: Yes the College is a partner of the county transportation service and provides financial support to it. Students, faculty and staff can ride for free.  Middlebury also provided support to open a new bus line to a city to the south of the College where many staff and faculty live to encourage leaving the car at home by offering free rides on that 30 mile line. The College also provides free "on call" transportation for students on weekend nights. This past year the College put a parking fee in place and is using 25% of the funds for alternative transportation projects (25% funds carbon neutrality efforts, and 50% goes into parking area maintenance). We have used those funds to increase the number of bus runs between Middlebury and Burlington VT 50 miles north which is the largest city in VT and where the airport is.
	Text61: The College had a bike sharing program which it has phased out in favor of a student run Bike Repair Shop offers free bike repair workshops and restores abandoned bikes for student purchase or free use.  The shop has been growing significantly and is heavily used by students, faculty and staff. This year it is piloting a bike rental program. And the Environmental Council has funded several special bike events to promote the use of bikes, e.g., a Halloween week series of costume bike parades, bike to concerts, and employee bike to work days. 
	Text62: See above about new line to the south of Middlebury. We also help support a bus line to the north of campus to Burlington, VT where many employees live which reduces the cost for employees to ride that line. We have also put two zipcars in service for use by students and employees.
	Text63: 1
	Text64: Most all students live on campus
	Text65: 28
	Text66: 28% use a car all the time. The other 72 % sometimes take other means like waliking, biking, etc. This is based on results of a survey sent to all employees which had a return rate of about 60%
	Text67: 65
	Text68: 
	Text69: Yes we have recycling stations on every floor of most dorms and in every building.
	Text70: Yes, see section 10 for more about our efforts to green athletics at Middlebury.
	Text71: Yes, 99% of food waste on campus is composted.
	Text72: We are committed to reducing the amount of waste generated per person and for increasing the percentage of recycling.
	Text73: We do have a clothing donation program that is administered by the College. In addition we have reuse trailer where any valuable useful items left by students at the end of the year are available to any member of the College Community and their families for a nominal fee.
	Text74: Sustainability is a well established part of the culture at Middlebury. This is reflected in the many insitiatives and actions we have taken over the years to advance sustainabllity both on and off campus. Strong and visible expressions of that commitment are also found in many important documents and policies:

Mission of the Strategic Plan
http://www.middlebury.edu/offices/administration/planning/planning/instplanning

Environmental and Sustainability Policy in College Handbook
http://www.middlebury.edu/about/handbook/misc/enviro

Trustees resolution to achieve carbon neutrality by 2016
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/neutrality/2007
Middlebury is also a signatory of the Presidents Climate Commitment

Carbon Neutrality Implementation Plan
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/neutrality/cap

Purchasing policy re: local, environmentally committed, and minority owned vendors
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/purchasing

Recycled paper policy
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/paper

Themal comfort policy
http://www.middlebury.edu/about/handbook/misc/thermal_comfort

Signatory to the Talloires Declaration
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/talloires

Policy to deconstruct and recycle buidling demolition materials
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/planning/construction

Sustainable design and construction guidelines requiring minimum LEED Silver
http://www.middlebury.edu/offices/business/facilities/files/PDC/node/39021

Campus Master Plan with Sustainability as a cross cutting theme
http://www.middlebury.edu/offices/business/facilities/pdc/masterplan
	Text75: Middelbury has the following staff working full time on sustainability initiatives:

Dean of Environmental Affairs
Director of Sustainability Integration Office
Sustainability Outreach and Communications Coordinator

We also have 5 full time positions working in our recycling and composting facilities

We have a part-time Sustainability Liaison who in the Athletic Department 

We also hire 3 to 12 students during the year to work on sustainability and recycling projects.

In addition, we have a standing Environmental Council that advises the President on policy and that administers an environmental grants program. Members include 21 people from faculty, staff and student bodies.

We also have three committees working on implementation of our carbon neutrality action plan. Each team has staff, faculty and student members:

Carbon Neutrality - Master Plan Implementation
Measurement and Verification
Community Engagement and Leadership 


	Text76: Yes, in 2007 we adopted a resolution to achieve carbon neutrality by 2016 primarily by changing the way we operate. We have adopted a plan which focuses on how to eliminate the use of 2,000,000 gallons of fuel oil per year in favor of local, renewable, carbon neutral fuels; reductions in fuel and electricity consumption through conservation and efficiency, greening of the vehicle fleet, more conservation and efficiency in travel planning, researching the potential for increased carbon sequestration on College owned farm and forest lands; and local offset to address any remaining CO2 emissions after all other measures have been taken. See plan at;

http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/commitment/policies/neutrality/cap
	Text77: Yes it has conducted such inventories annualy since 2005. Prior to that it conducted an inventory of emissions between 1990 and 2000. That and our Climate Action Plan can be found on the reporting  site of the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment.
	Text78: Yes, we achieved a 10% reduction in CO2 emissions in 2009 compared to 2008. This was the year that we put our new biomass gasification system in operation and most of that change was due primarily to the displacement of #6 fuel oil as a fuel by woodchips. We anticipate that a more significant reduction will occur in 2010-11 as we gain more experience in optimizing the performance of the new system.
	Text79: Middlebury is one 11 colleges and foundations that pool their funds under the management of an investment office,  Investure LLC. The College makes as much information as is possible available to the public on the web given this investment structure including: 
   
    * Endowment Overview
    * Investment Policy
    * Performance, Asset Allocation, and Other Metrics
    * Investment Committee Members

This website will also soon provide information about a new sustainability investment fund that is being set up at Middlebury's and other investors request that will be specifically focused on investments that are sustainability related. We will transfer some endowment funds into this new fund and if it is successful will continue to do so. See below for more.

The Middlebury endowment information website is at: 
http://www.middlebury.edu/offices/administration/vpfin/investments
	Text80: Middlebury has an Advisory Committee on Socially Responsible Investing which has has 3 students, 1 administrator, 1 faculty and 1 alumni who advise the Investment Committee on socially responsible investing. 

Some of the endowment funds are invested indirectly in renewable energy funds and directly in community development financial institutions or community development loan funds.

The College has a sustainability related policy to divest and to not invest in companies whose activities support Sudanese government and policies in Darfur, or any other companies that supportsimilar kinds of human rights abuses.  

The ACSRI has recommended that the College begin to invest some of its endowment funds in a separate fund focused specifically on investing in sustainability related companies and other investments. Middlebury has taken the lead with some of the other investor institutions to work with its investment manager to establish a separate investment fund with a sustainability focus. This has been accomplished and the College will be reallocating a half of a percent of its endowment into this fund along with the allocations of the other members of the investing pool. It will monitor the performance of the sustainability fund with an eye toward further investments depending on results.
	Text81: See above.
	Text82: Middelbury students and recent graduates have played key roles in several national and global initiatives to draw attention to the need to address climate change including:

Together, they ran a campaign in 2007 called Step It Up that organized over 2,000 rallies at iconic places in all 50 of the United States. These creative actions - from skiers descending a melting glacier to divers hosting an underwater action - helped convince many political leaders, including then Senator Barack Obama, to adopt our common call to action: cutting carbon 80% by 2050.  

Building off of Step It Up's model of creative activism and making it global through a spin off organization 350.org.  Through 350.org, the team has expanded to include young people from all over the world.  This global team helped mobilize over 5200 actions in 181 countries on October 24th, 2009

For more about Middlebury's role in this see:
http://www.middlebury.edu/sustainability/news-events/news/2009/node/117761

In 2009 200 Middlebury students attended PowerShift 2009 in Washington DC along with 6,000 other students and participants from across the country to organize and lobby Congress to address climnate change with substantive legislation. Several Middlbury alumni who work for DC based NGO's such as 1Sky led workshops and assisted participants in preparing to vist with their legislators as part of the event.

Middlebury College senior Sierra Crane-Murdoch of Cropseyville, N.Y., was one of six recipients of the 2009 Brower Youth Award. Presented by Earth Island Institute, the Brower Youth Awards are one of North America's leading prizes for young environmental leaders. Crane-Murdoch worked to build a unified movement of grassroots activists battling coal. She co-founded Power Past Coal along with 40 grassroots activists personally impacted by the mining, processing and burning of coal. As national coordinator, Crane-Murdoch united diverse communities to work to convince President Obama, the Environmental Protection Agency, the White House Council on Environmental Quality, and Congress to enact policies to transition away from coal.
Full story at: http://www.middlebury.edu/newsroom/node/111150

	Text83: Yes, a group of Middlebury students took the initiative this year to recruit a team of students to participate in the Department of Energy's Solar Decahtlon. Working with the College President and a team of faculty and staff they have succeeded in making the first cut of this highly competitive process which is dominated by much bigger research institutions with large engineering, architecture and design programs and facilites. It is a notable success that a group of students from a small liberal arts college like Middlebury has made it to the final round of the application proceess. Their effort has led to the creation of several new courses on the design, architecture and engineering of sustainble housing. 


	Text84: We have established a Lands Advisory Committee to advise the Trustees on the ecological and natural resource value of College Lands to inform their decisions on the use and sale of College lands. Our recently adopted Master Plan calls for the strategic conversion of acres of lawn and greensward to meadow and fores lands to enhance wildlife habitat and travel corridors. 

We also have 388 acres of forest land under management according to the Forest Stewardship Council and Vermont Family Forest certification process.

The College also donated a undeveloped parcel of riversidef land to the Town of Middlebury to be be conserved and used as park.
	Text85: We have on an ongoing program to shift our use of cleaning products away from those that are less healthy for humans toward those that are more healthy and environmentally friendly and equally or more effective in doing the job of cleaning, disinfecting, protecting surfaces, etc. Since 2005 we have done the following: 1 - Microfiber wipers:  Microfiber clothes capture dirt and bacteria at a higher rate than regular cloths.  We use less chemical with microfiber than with regular cloths - sometimes all it takes is a mist of water to remove fingerprints from windows and door.  You don't have to scrub as hard with microfiber which reduces repetiive stress on muscles and bones..  Microfiber mops lay down less water on the floor creating a faster drying time and safer walking surface.  
 2 - Central Vac systems:  Central vac systems are much healthier for users and building occupants because they vent the dust and dirt away from the living/working areas, unlike conventional vacuums that blow the exhaust back into the room they are being used in.  Central vacs also use cleanable filters and collect the dirt in drums, so no disposable vacuum bags are needed.  We still use canister vacs in some areas, but have central vacs installed in most of our large buildings and our mid-sized buildings. 3 - Green cleaning chemicals:  We have switched to the Betco Green Earth product line.  We use the peroxide cleaner for daily bathroom cleaning, all purpose cleaner fro general cleaning and window cleaner for glass.  We still use a disinfectant for touch points (door hardware, faucet handles, dispenser handles, light switches) to curb the spread of germs, but we use it as a spray after, not for a general cleaner.  We also have some hard water issues that we still use a rather strong product for.  We have greatly reduced the use of bleach and comet, but still keep some bleach on hand for blood spills.  For an abrasive cleaner we us A-Ben-A Qui, a non-toxic paste cleaner that works wonders! 4 - Floor care:  We use an environmentally friendly carpet cleaner (Carpet Complete by Envirox) and are currently researching greener floor strippers and finishes but have yet to find an acceptable system.  We also don't use shampoo with each extraction on our carpets, we spot treat stains and use a water rinse between chemical extractions. 5 - Steam cleaning:  We utilize a steam cleaner for some carpet and upholstery shampooing, cleaning some metals (chrome at the pool, door thresholds), ceramic tile flooring, etc.  It saves time and use of chemicals. 6 - Ozone:  We use ozone machines for odor elimination.  Ozone machines cannot be used while an space is occupied, but we use the ozone machines to remove chemical odors from carpet installations (although we are installing greener carpets now too!), painting, cigarette smoke and various organic odors.  These machines eliminates the need for chemical odor counteractants.
	Text86: Yes we have an extensive and well used program. See Middlebury Outdoor Programs at
http://www.middlebury.edu/studentlife/ccal/mop
	Text87: See above and previous answers.
	Text88: Middelbury's President Ron Liebowitz was named by Time Magazine as one of the top ten best college presidents for his leadership on addressing climate change. See more at:
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1937938_1937933_1937919,00.html

Sustainability in athletics began at Middlebury with a 2005 student classroom project.  Three Middlebury Lacrosse players brought to their coach the idea of becoming the country’s first carbon-neutral Lacrosse team.  The team pooled money and off-set the environmental costs of travel, supplies, even then-coach Erin Quinn’s office heat. This set off a chain reaction of events that included reductions in waste, transportation, as well as better practices in purchasing and events. Middlebury is proud to support a sustainability program in the athletic department. Middlebury athletics has an administrative position dedicated to athletic sustainability and an athlete-held position on each team for work in sustainability for to every sport.   From a team vehicle that runs on dining hall waste to reusable cups for the hockey team, ideas on how to reduce impact are spreading. more at: http://www.middlebury.edu/athletics/about/green

The Middlebury Campus is the first college newspaper to publish a 'green issue'. Both the content and creation of this paper focused on the environment and sustainability issues.

The Middlebury College Snow Bowl was the first ski area in the country to be carbon neutral by purchasing offsets from Native Energy for all its emissions from operations and for the emissions of the skiers traveling to ski there.

Middlebury College added a new incentive to keep students thinking about environmental sustainability as they study abroad. The college awarded its first-ever sustainable study abroad grants this spring to assist students with research and projects related to sustainability. The program is co-sponsored by the college’s Office of International Programs and Off-Campus Study, and the Office of Environmental Affairs. Other components of this initiative include:

A “Going Green” guide for directors of the eight Middlebury Schools Abroad in 12 countries with guidance for greening the office and facilities, environmental programming and other sustainability activities.
The “Green Passport” program which helps students keep track of their actions while abroad within suggested guidelines for responsible travel.
A carbon offset program to help students reduce the impact of their energy use while abroad.
A list of sustainable travel resources including a sustainable travel checklist that considers things like the travel provider’s environmental policy and whether the provider supports environmental issues in the place being visited.


The College also has a Middlebury Fellowships in Environmental Journalism program. Each year 10 journalists near the start of their careers are selected and the program helps them work through an ambitious reporting project in print, web-based, or radio journalism, from the beginning through publication or broadcast. Fellows meet together twice during the year, once in the fall on the Middlebury campus in Vermont, and once in the spring at the Monterey Institute of International Studies in California. At these meetings professional journalists help participants plan their reporting and shape their stories. Graduate fellows each receive $10,000 to help with reporting and living expenses during the fellowship year—enough, we hope, to let the reporting project be one significant focus of their year’s work. The program is led by Scholar in Residence Bill McKibben and Director Christopher Shaw.

The College also burns B20 biofuel in all its diesel vehicles and in all its small furnaces in buidlings not connected to the central heating plant.


